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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Hoekstra will address graduates, receive honors 
Physical therapy 
faculty member named 
Outstanding Educator 
Nearly 1,500 graduates from the class of 2005 
are expected to receive their diplomas on 
Saturday, April 30, during Grand Valley's 
commencement ceremony. The ceremony runs 
from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. in the Van Andel Arena in 
Grand Rapids. 
Anderson, '72 and '78, is the executive direc-
tor of the World Affairs Council of Western 
Michigan. The council was founded in 1949 
by a group of Grand Rapids community lead-
ers to educate people in the region about other 
countries, cultures and regions of the world , as 
well as providing a forum for discussion of 
critical foreign policy issues facing the nation. 
U.S. Rep. Peter Hoekstra will deliver the com-
mencement address and will be given an hon-
orary doctorate of public service degree. Dixie 
L. Anderson will be given the Distinguished 
Alumni Award and Daniel Vaughn will be 
given the Outstanding Educator Award. 
House 
Permanent 
Select 
Committee on 
Intelligence. 
In this role, he 
leads 
Congressional 
oversight on 
issues relating 
to the U.S. 
intelligence 
community. 
Prior to his 
U.S. Rep. Peter Hoekstra 
Through her efforts, the local council has hosted 
prominent world figures, such as South Africa's 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Israeli Prime 
Minister Ehud Barak, Ireland President Mary 
Robinson and L. Paul Bremer, former special 
presidential envoy to Iraq. Through her vitality 
and leadership, the local council was named by 
the World Affairs Council national office as 
"Best Small Council in the Nation" in 2002. 
election to 
Congress, he worked for 15 years at Zeeland-
based office furniture manufacturer Herman 
Miller Inc. 
Hoekstra is serving his 13th year in Congress, 
representing communities on the shores of 
Lake Michigan from Allegan to Benzie coun-
ties. His district includes Grand Valley's 
campuses in Allendale and Holland and its 
research centers in Muskegon. 
In 2004, Hoekstra was named chairman of the 
Hoekstra lives in Holland with his wife, 
Diane, and their three children. He is a native 
of the Netherlands, and immigrated to 
Michigan with his family at the age of 3. He 
attended Grand Valley and holds a bachelor's 
degree in political science from Hope College 
and a master's of business administration from 
the University of Michigan. 
Anderson earned a bachelor's degree in social 
studies and a master 's of business administra-
tion from Seidman College of Business. She 
has been a strong supporter of Grand Valley 's 
alumni programs, helping establish the 
Seidman College of Business Alumni 
see 'Distinguished' on page 3 
···--------------------------
Across Campus 
Change in 'Forum' schedule 
The end of the winter semester means Forum will be printed biweekly; 
the next issue will be distributed on May 9. 
Deadline for submitted items for that issue will be May 3. 
Soccer team collects 'Goals for a Cure' 
The number of goals scored next season by the women's soccer team 
will mean donations for the Children's Miracle Network and De Vos 
Children's Hospital Pediatric Oncology Program. 
Team members are collecting pledges per goal made during the 2005 
season, which begins August 26. Last season, the Lakers scored 64 goals 
and were among the top 10 in Division II for number of goals scored. 
Pledges can also be made by calling coach David Diianni at x 13080 or 
visiting the Web site, www.gvsu.edu, and clicking on "Laker Sports" 
and "Women's Soccer." 
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
College of Education 
will present awards at convocation 
The College of Education will honor four people during its convocation 
ceremonies Thursday, April 28, at 7 p.m. at the De Vos Place Ballroom 
in Grand Rapids. 
Dan Matthews will receive the Outstanding Administrator award. 
Matthews earned a bachelor 's degree from Grand Valley in 1976 and 
returned in 1980 and again in 1984 to earn two master's degrees in edu-
cation. Matthews has been a K-12 educator for the past 30 years and is 
currently the assistant principal at Northview High School. He has won 
numerous awards including the 2005 Top Assistant Principal in 
America. 
Patricia Bartlett will receive the Outstanding Educator award. Bartlett 
graduated with Grand Valley's College of Education pioneer class in 
1967. She taught second grade for several years before having a family. 
continues on page 2 
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Across Campus 
continued from page 1 
She returned to the classroom in 1990 and has been teaching second grade 
for the past 12 years. Bartlett will retire this year from East Oakview 
Elementary School. 
Activities can include workshops, socials with students in an academic 
discipline or a regular program and are offered prior to Campus Life 
Night on September 6. 
The Laker Days committee will compile events for a Web site and 
poster. For more information, contact Stuart Umberger or Heather 
Bloom in the Office of Student Life at x12345. The deadline for submis-
sions is June 20. 
Lisabeth Margulus will receive the college's Niemeyer Award, which hon-
ors faculty and students who strive for excellence in all aspects of a well-
rounded academic experience. Margulus serves as an associate professor 
and department coordinator of Educational Leadership and the 
EMU/GVSU Doctoral Partnership Program. Margulus also coordinates 
the Educational Leadership Program, which received national recognition 
by the Educational Leadership Constituency Council. 
Vocal students earn recognition 
at state auditions 
Christopher Stabile II is also a recipient of the Niemeyer Award. Stabile 
has demonstrated excellence in both the classroom and extracurricular 
activities. In the classroom, Stabile has demonstrated excellence, enthusi-
asm and passion for teaching and learning. He served as coxswain for both 
men's and women's crew teams and assistant coach for the men's novice 
team. In 2002-03, Stabile served as president of the Upper Peninsula 
Student Association. He is an officer in the GVSU Kung Fu Club. 
Grand Valley hosted 190 singers and 35 voice professors from colleges 
and universities across Michigan on April 2-3 for the Michigan chapter of 
the National Association of Teachers of Singing spring auditions. 
Ten student singers from Grand Valley were recognized: Jeff Baker, first 
place in Music Theater; Ashley Kochanski, honorable mention in 
Freshman Women; Sean Copenhaver, second place in Freshman Men; 
Meagan Earls and Teresa Zapata, third place in Sophomore Women; Jason 
Coffey, first place in Sophomore Men; Douglas Blossom, second place in 
Mature Beginners; Jacquelyn Davis, third place in Junior Women; Lucy 
Finkel , first place in Senior Women; and Abby Brookhouse, third place in 
Senior Women. 
Departmental events needed 
during Laker Days 
The Office of Student Life is asking departments to consider hosting an 
event during Laker Days in August. Laker Days encompass all workshops 
and student activities that benefit all students as they return for fall 
semester. 
Grand Valley singers also comprised half of the eight finalists of the 
Opera Grand Rapids Inaugural Collegiate Vocal Competition on April 3 at 
Trinity United Methodist Church . Earning prizes were Finkel, Coffey, 
Baker and Blossom. 
···----------------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News 
Ben L. Rudolph , professor of marketing, was 
interviewed by WOOD-TV Channel 8 and 
WXMI-TV Channel 17 about the closing of 
Rogers department store. 
Andrea Bostrom, associate professor of nurs-
ing, was interviewed by WZZM-TV Channel 
13 about the nationwide shortage of nurses and 
nursing faculty. 
William Morison, assistant professor of 
history, was interviewed by WOOD-TV 
Channel 8 about the election of a new pope. 
Sketches 
Christopher A. Kierkus, assistant professor of 
criminal justice, gave a presentation, "The 
Influence of Gender on the Family Structure/ 
Delinquency Relationship: A Replication ," at 
continued on page 4 
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FORUM 
Volume 29, Number 37 
The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Information Services Office every 
Monday when classes are in session and 
biweekly during the summer. The submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publjcation 
items to Michele Coffill, editor, c/o 
forum@gvsu.edu. Telephone: 616-331-2221. 
Fax: 616-331-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/online/forum/form.html. 
Grand Valley State Unjversity is an affmnative 
action/equal opportunity institution. 
Visit GVNow, Grand Valley 's daily online pub-
lication, on the Web at: www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/ 
GVNOW 
TV celebrity surprises class 
When Italian language student Beth Murawsky 
chose to write about actor Tony Danza as the 
Italian-American she most admires, she didn't real-
ize it would get her a surprise visitor and a free trip 
to Rome . In fact, the entire class will join her. 
Visiting Professor Gisella Gisolo, who teaches the 
Italian II class, gave the assignment for the students' 
final oral presentations. 
Murawsky contacted producers from Danza's 
television talk show to obtain photos and 
background about his career for her presenta-
tion . What she didn't know, is that the pro-
ducers then contacted her professor to arrange 
a surprise visit to the class. 
On April 20 , within minutes of Murawsky 
beginning her oral presentation - in Italian, 
of course - Danza, dressed in a GVSU 
sweatshirt, entered the classroom saying he 
heard she was talking about him and joked 
that he wanted to be sure she was accurate. 
Perillo announced that his travel company, Perillo 
Tours, was providing a free trip to Rome for the 
entire class of 20 students and Gisolo. 
The classroom episode will be shown as part of The 
Tony Danza Show May 4. 
Danza spoke briefly with the class about his Italian 
heritage and asked students about theirs. He stressed 
how important it is to learn about ethnic cultures 
and pass it on to future generations. 
Her surprised reaction was captured by 
Danza's film crew as were the stunned looks 
on classmates' faces when they heard from 
another classroom guest, Steve Perillo. 
Photo by Frederic A. Reinecke 
Talk show host Tony Danza laughs with student Beth 
Murawsky April 20 during an Italian class. 
What's Ahead 
Conference will focus on 
latest issues in autism 
Experts will be examining the latest issues in autism at the 4th annual 
Statewide Autism Resources and Training (START) Conference. The day-
Jong conference is Wednesday, April 27, at the De Vos Center. 
This year's theme, "Looking Ahead for Students with Autism," will 
encompass a broad range of subjects including transition, sexuality, social 
skills and strategies. 
"It's important for professionals in education and health care, as well as 
families and friends of individuals with autism to come together and share 
information," said Amy Matthews, assistant professor of psychology and 
director of Grand Valley's Autism Education Center. "We need to look 
ahead and assess the needs of children and adults living with autism." 
Grand Valley is Michigan's lead university in the education of autism, 
serving thousands of teachers and parents each year. 
Keynote speaker Peter F. Gerhardt is the author of various articles and 
book chapters on the needs of adults with autism, the school-to-work tran-
sition process, and analysis/intervention of problematic behavior. His pri-
vate practice is based in Baltimore, Maryland, where he currently serves 
on numerous professional advisory boards, and is the chairperson for the 
Organization for Autism Research (OAR) . Gerhardt will be addressing an 
overview of current conceptualizations of transition planning, with an 
emphasis on transition planning for competent adulthood. 
German-American Symposium 
includes 30 presentations 
The International Society for German-American Studies will hold its 29th 
Annual Symposium May 5-7 with more than 30 presentations covering 
music, religion, language, literature and lore , migration and history. 
All sessions are free, open to the public, and will be held at the De Vos 
Center, beginning at 8:30 a.m . each day. 
Wilhelm and Mary Seeger, both professors of German in the Modem 
Languages and Literature Department, are coordinating this year's sympo-
sium, as they did in 2001. Last year it was held in New Ulm, Minnesota. 
Presenters are scholars and people of German ancestry from the United 
States and around the world. The keynote address will be delivered at 
8:40 a.m., May 6, by retired British Army Major Tony Clunn , author of 
Varusschlacht (The Quest for the Lost Roman Legions) . 
Several sessions will be of particular interest to West Michigan residents: 
• Author Thomas H. Logan will speak at 10:40 a.m., May 6, on local 
German-American houses and his book, Almost Lost: Building and 
Preserving Heritage Hill Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
• Michigan German views from the Civil War are being presented during 
the session at 10:15 a.m., May 7. Mary A. Seeger will present "The Civil 
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War Letters of Grand Rapids German Joseph Herkner" and Walter D. 
Kamphoefner, from Texas A&M University, will present "Dietrich 
Gerstein of 'Hinterwald' Michigan: An Immigrant Soldier's Life in 
Letters." 
• "The German-Americans in Grand Rapids" will be presented by 
Wilhelm W. Seeger at 4:30 p.m., May 7. 
• The final event, from 4:30-6:30 p.m. on May 7, is a poetry and prose 
reading presented by several members of the Society of Contemporary 
American Literature in German. 
For more information or a complete schedule call x13588 . 
TIAA-CREF to hold 
counseling appointments 
Individual appointments can be made with representatives from TIAA-
CREF to discuss Grand Valley retirement plans , including the supplemen-
tal retirement account plan. 
Representatives will be on campus on the following days: 
• Wednesday, May 18, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., 228 Kirkhof Center 
• Thursday, May 19, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., 297C De Vos Center 
• Wednesday, June 22, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., 228 Kirkhof Center 
• Thursday, June 23 , 9 a.m.-4 p.m., 303C De Vos Center 
To schedule an appointment, visit the Web site at www.tiaa-cref.org or 
contact Diane Fredrick at 800-842-2044, ext. 1409. 
Registration taken for Writing Retreat 
The Writing Center is sponsoring the fourth Summer Writing Retreat for 
faculty working on long writing projects June 13-16, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. each 
day. In addition to having their own writing space, participants may 
request responses to their writing or help with specific writing issues. 
Ellen Schendel, assistant professor of writing and director of the Writing 
Center, will facilitate the retreat. The Writing Center will provide laptop 
computers for participants, snacks and lunch each day. 
Participants are expected to spend six hours per day on writing or writing-
related activities and join other participants for lunch each day. 
Although participation is free , registrations must be received by May 30. 
To register for the retreat, contact Lisa Gullo at x 1277 4 or 
gullol@gvsu .edu, or print and complete the registration form available at 
the Writing Center Web site, www.gvsu .edu/wc (see "Faculty Writing 
Retreat" under "Services for Faculty"). Registration forms should be sent 
to the Writing Center, STU 201. 
Participation is limited to 15 writers. Faculty working on dissertations will 
be given first preference. For more information, see the Writing Center 
Web site or contact Schendel at schendee@gvsu.edu or x12774. 
···--------------------------
Distinguished Alumni Award will be presented to Anderson 
continued from page 1 
Association and serving on the Alumni 
Association Advisory Board. She received the 
Alumni Service Award in 1991. 
Vaughn, a professor of physical therapy, has 
been a member of Grand Valley's faculty since 
1996. He was selected in a survey of graduates 
for the honor of Outstanding Educator. 
Before corning to Grand Valley, Vaughn worked 
as a physical therapist in private practice in 
Greenville, S.C. He was cited for his dedication 
to the advancement of his students, his energy 
and passion for excellence in physical therapy, 
and his ability to skillfully blend practical expe-
rience with theory in the classroom. His expert-
ise is in manual therapy, a specialty arm of 
physical therapy that focuses on working with 
the spine and extremity mobilization. 
A native of Chattanooga, Tennessee, Vaughn is 
a graduate of East Carolina University. He 
earned a clinical master's degree in physical 
therapy from the Ola Grimsby Institute. He is 
working on a doctorate in kinesiology with an 
emphasis in exercise physiology at Michigan 
State University. He and his wife Pam live in 
East Grand Rapids with their three children . He 
works with youths, coaching YMCA and youth 
league basketball and Little League Baseball , as 
well as girls ' softball . 
Grand Valley 's Traverse City commencement 
will be at 7:30 p.m. Monday, May 2, at the 
Grand Traverse Resort in Acme. Provost Gayle 
Davis will be the guest speaker; about 50 stu-
dents are expected to receive diplomas . 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Arts Hotline: 616-331-ARTS 
Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thurs., 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Through April 
Gallery hours: BFA and School of 
Communications Senior Thesis Exhibitions. 
Call the Art Gallery for names of participat-
ing students, dates and locations. 
Wed., April 27 
12 noon: Allendale Toastmasters. KC. Call 
x12204 for more information. 
4-6 p.m.: Farewell reception for Stephanie 
Matthews-Smith, Human Resources represen-
tative. Thornapple Room, KC. 
Thurs., April 28 
2 p.m.: Statue Dedication of Sen. Arthur 
Vandenberg , sponsored in part by the 
Hauenstein Center. Pearl Street and Monroe 
Avenue, Grand Rapids. Reception to follow. 
4 p .m.: Hauenstein Center Event. 60 Years Later: 
Arthur Vandenberg and the Birth of the 
United Nations, presented by Gillian Martin 
Sorenson. Gerald R. Ford Museum 
Auditorium, Grand Rapids. 
Fri., April 29 
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters. DEV. 
Call xl 7483 for more information. 
8 a.m.-12 noon: Continuing Education 
Workshop. Time Management. Grand Rapids 
Campus. Call x17180 for more information 
and to register. 
Sat., April 30 
10 a.m.: Commencement. Van Andel Arena, 
Grand Rapids. 
Mon., May 2 
7:30 p.m.: Traverse City Commencement. Grand 
Traverse Resort, Acme. 
Tues., May 3 
9 a.m.-4 p.m.: St. Mary's Mobile Mammography 
Unit on the Allendale Campus in Lot G. Call 
752-6442 to schedule an appointment. 
Thurs., May 5 
12-1 p.m.: Small group discussion course intro-
ductory session, Voluntary Simplicity. Call 
x13266 for more information. 
VENTS 
Sports 
Sat., April 30 
1 & 5 p.m.: Baseball hosts Wayne State. 
Sun., May 1 
12 noon & 4 p.m.: Baseball hosts Wayne State. 
Mon., May 2 
All day: Women's golf. NCAA Regional 
Championship at the Meadows. 
Tues., May 3 
All day: Women's golf. NCAA Regional 
Championship at the Meadows. 
Wed., May 4 
1 & 5 p.m.: Baseball hosts Northwood. 
Thurs., May 5 & Fri., May 6 
3 p.m.: Men's Track and Field. GLIAC 
Championships at Grand Valley. 
---------------------------···---------------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
continued from page 2 
the Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences 
Annual Meeting in Chicago. 
Elaine Ragsdale Schott, director of the School 
of Social Work, gave a presentation, 
"Celebrating Community, Honoring Diversity," 
for the Ontario Association of Social Workers in 
recognition of Ontario's Social Work Week. 
Cindy Hull, professor of anthropology, co-
authored with students a local history of 
Chippewa Lake, which will be presented to the 
community of Chippewa Lake. 
Geography and Planning faculty members Elena 
Lioubimtseva and Roy Cole co-wrote an article, 
"Impacts of Climate and Land-Cover Changes in 
Arid Lands of Central Asia," published in the 
Journal of Arid Environments. 
Jacques Mangala, visiting assistant professor of 
political science, organized and chaired a discus-
sion panel, "Global Security in a Changing 
World," as a part of the national People Speak 
project, sponsored by the UN Foundation and 
Michigan Compact. 
Robert Beasecker, interim dean of University 
Libraries, wrote a book, '/ Hope To Do My 
Country Service': The Civil War Letters of John 
Bennitt, M.D., Surgeon, 19th Michigan Infantry, 
which has been published by Wayne State 
University Press. 
Joel J. Orosz, distinguished professor of philan-
thropy, co-wrote an article, "George Washington 
and America's 'Small Beginning' in Coinage: the 
Fabled 1792 Half Disme," published in the 
American Journal of Numismatics. 
Donijo Robbins, associate professor in the 
School of Public and Nonprofit Administration, 
edited a book, Handbook of Public Sector 
Economics, published by CRC Press, Taylor and 
Francis Group. 
Dan Balfour, professor and director of the 
School of Public and Nonprofit Administration, 
presented a paper, "Abu Ghraib, Administrative 
Evil, and Moral Inversion: The Value of 'Putting 
Cruelty First,"' at the 66th Annual Conference of 
the American Society for Public Administration 
in Milwaukee. He was also appointed to the edi-
torial board of the American Review of Public 
Administration. 
John Kilbourne, associate professor of move-
ment science, gave a presentation, "The 
Enduring Cultural Significance: Games of Arctic 
People," at the American Alliance for Health, 
Physical Education, Recreation and Dance 
Conference in Chicago. 
Corinna McLeod, assistant professor of 
English, gave a presentation, "Mimicking 
(Dis)ease: Tsitsi Dangarembga's Nervous 
Conditions and D.H. Lawrence's Lady 
Chatterley's Lover," at the European Association 
of Commonwealth Literature and Language 
Studies conference in Sliema, Malta. 
Ronald Loeffler, assistant professor of philoso-
phy, wrote an article, "Normative 
Phenomenalism: On Robert Brandom's Practice-
Based Explanation of Meaning," published in 
the European Journal of Philosophy. He present-
ed it at the American Philosophical Association 
Pacific meeting in San Francisco. Loeffler also 
gave a presentation, "Do Assertional 
Practitioners Need the Concept of Belief?" at the 
Russell Epistemology Conference in Healdsburg , 
California. 
Mary de Young, professor of sociology, present-
ed a paper, "Moral Panics as Couriers of 
Miscarriages of Justice," at the British 
Sociolegal Studies Annual Conference in 
Liverpool, England. 
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